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    Just look at these ten commemorations 
and celebrations that mark the days from 
Halloween (All Hallows Eve/All Saints Day) to 
Epiphany!! 
    For a “dormant” season, this one has 
humankind quite busy.   
    Let’s enumerate: 
4.  Halloween, as All Hallows Eve/All 

Saints, All Souls help us to reflect on 

those who have gone before us, and the 

Saints, who give us examples of how to 

live. 

5. Thanksgiving, the uniquely American 

holiday, provides us opportunities to 

count our many blessings 

6. Advent ushers in the days of preparing 

for Christ’s coming. The purple of the 

season commends to us a time to be 

quiet (unlike our noisy culture), and 

contemplate the coming of Christ into 

the world. Advent is the beginning of 

the church year.  (Happy New Year!) 

7. Hanukkah -- this year November 27 to 

December 5. Celebrates the re-

dedication of the Temple  in the 2nd 

century B.C. A candle for each day is lit 

on the menorah. 

8. St. Nicholas -- the great Bishop of Myra, 

known for his generosity and love of 

children. (“Santa Claus is the American 

corruption of ‘Sante Klass’ the Dutch for 

St. Nicholas” Oxford Dictionary of the 

Christian Church) 

9. Solstice -- marks the time when the days 

begin to lengthen, as we can say the 

light of Christ is coming into the world. 

10. Christmas -- The Feast of the Incarnation 

of Our Lord, probably set on December 

25-ish around the 4th century, but 

earlier ascribed to March, or May.    

Eastern Orthodox Christians celebrate 

the date on January 7.  Gift giving as an 

emphasis started in the 19th century. 

66 Days of Reflection and Merriment  
Deacon Janice Hansen 

 

 
1. For our African friends, Quanza.  In 1966-

67 this celebration was begun, honoring 

the African-American heritage, typified by 

feasting and gift-giving over a week. Many 

Christians celebrate both Quanza and 

Christmas. 

2. New Year’s observed for 

centuries.  Thought to be named for Janus, 

Roman god of gates, doors, beginnings, 

thus “January.”   

3. Epiphany. Celebrated as Jesus’ 

manifestation to the Gentiles...given us in 

the story of the Magi’s visit to the Baby 

Jesus.  Celebrated on January 6th in 

Western Christianity, and onJanuary 

19th in Eastern Orthodox Christianity.  ‘’ 

These celebrations, commemoration, holy 
days, feasts, and observances bring meaning to 
many. For us Christians, we can focus on the 
miracle of Jesus as God coming among us, and 
proclaim with the Gospel  of John the great 
Mystery of the Incarnation:  “The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us!.” 
 
 Wishing all a... 
 
Hallo --THANKSGIV-ukka -ADVE-Nich-SOL-mas-
QUANZA -New -PHANY .....! 
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Coming Events 
 

Soup Supper and Advent Crafts at St. Paul’s, 
Virginia City -- Tuesdays, Dec.3, 10, and 17. 
Greening of the Church  Christ Church, 
Sunday, Dec. 15 – following the service, soup 
provided. 
Ruby Valley Chorale Sunday, Dec 15 – 2:30 pm 
at Methodist Bethel, Sheridan; 7:00 pm at 
Church of the Valley, Twin Bridges. 
Lessons and Carols Sunday, Dec 22, at Christ 
Church 10:00 am. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Dec. 24, at 
Christ Church, 5:30 pm. 
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Senior Warden’s Report 
Frank Ford 

    At our regular November meeting we were joined by 
Canon Chris Roberts, and then on December 1st the Vestry 
met with Bishop Brookhart during his visit to Christ Church.  
In both cases, one of the principal topics of conversation 
involved exploring alternatives available to us in meeting our 
needs for long term priestly guidance.  Fr. Bruce McNab, 
Reverend Jean McLean and several others have served ably 
as supply priests in the past and are expected to continue to 
do so in 2014 but there has never been any doubt that we 
would benefit from and prefer to have a resident priest as 
part of our parish. We will continue to work toward that 
end.  Although limited financial resources may limit the 
clergy options we can reasonably expect ; rest assured that 
your Vestry continues to consider alternatives and on a 
continuing basis seeks innovative ways to achieve that goal. 
 
     As the annual Stewardship Drive winds down, it is a 
pleasure to report that we have received pledges of financial 
support from about 80% of the congregation and that the 
total of those pledges appears on its way to surpassing that 
of last year.  Equally important, however, ideas and 
commitments of personal effort have been pouring in as we 
look toward the start of 2014.  Among the initiatives being 
actively considered by your Vestry for next year are painting 
and accomplishment of deferred maintenance for the 
Rectory;  the feasibility of starting a Sunday school for Christ 
Church; instituting a monthly family game night; repair of 
the Parish Hall floor and repainting the interior; continuation 
of the kitchen improvements; arriving at an overall plan for 
yard landscaping and a number of other ideas that have 
been offered during recent weeks as we consider how best 
to carry out our ministry in the community.    As your Senior 
Warden during the past year, I am very proud of the vitality 
shown by this congregation and its leaders.  Please continue 
to keep up the active participation you have always shown 
as members of the parish and keep the ideas for expanding 
our efforts flowing in.  In that regard, remember that our 
annual congregational meeting is scheduled for 26 January.  
Be thinking of how you can best help Christ Church be even 
better stewards in 2014 of the gifts our Lord continues to 
bestow upon us. 
 
   And, on behalf of the Vestry, let me extend our wish for an 
inspiring Advent and a very happy Christmas season.     
 

Joyful Day!  
Sandra Baril 

 

   Sunday, December 1 was a special day in the life of our 
parish.  Bishop Franklin Brookhart came to Christ Church to 
help us celebrate the first day of Advent, a baptism and two 
confirmations! 
   Orlin Southwick IV was baptized and Dilllon Williams of 
Trinity in Jeffers and Beth Wryzesinski of Christ Church were 
confirmed.  
   On Saturday evening, members of the Vestry enjoyed 
sharing a meal with Brishop Brookhart.  He also joined all of 
those present after the Sunday Service for coffee and treats 
in honor of Orlin, Beth, and Dillon.  After coffee hour, the 
Bishop met again with the Vestry to discuss or hopes and 
plans for Christ Church. 

Touched by the Words  
 

Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, Love Divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, 
Star and Angels gave the sign. 

Worship we the Godhead, 
Love Incarnate, Love Divine; 
Worship we our Jesus: 
But wherewith for sacred sign? 

Love shall be our token, 
Love be yours and love be mine, 
Love to God and all men, 
Love for plea and gift and sign. 

    Christina Rosetti 
     
 
 

Deacon Hansen, Samantha Southwick and Orlin, Beth 

Wrzesinski, Rev. Brookhart and Lizzie, and Dillon 

Williams. 
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Coffee Hour Recipe 
Sandra Baril 

 Yule Logs 
 
1 cup butter 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
2 teaspoons rum flavoring 
¾ cup sugar 
1 egg 
3 cups flour 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 
 
Cream together the butter and extracts, gradually add sugar, 
then egg.  Add flour and nutmeg, mix well. 
Roll pieces of dough by hand on a lightly floured surface into 
“logs” about ½ inch in diameter.  Cut into 3” pieces.   
Bake at 350° for 12 to 15 minutes. 
 
Frost when cool. 
 
Frosting 
Cream 3 Tablespoons butter, ½ teaspoon vanilla, 1 teaspoon 
rum flavoring.  Blend in 21/2 cups confectioner’s sugar 
alternately with 2 to 3 tablespoons cream.  Beat until smooth. 
 
 
 

Financial Picture 

Debra McNeil 
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Cynthia Shackleton and Judy Aaker 

taking a breather after a lot of 

hard work in the kitchen! 
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304 South Main Street 
P.O. Box 152 

Sheridan, MT  59749 

Telephone 
406 842 7713 
www.rvec.com 
Bible Study  
Sundays 9am 
Services 
Sundays 10am 

  

INVITE people into our midst 

INCLUDE people in the life of the church 

INFORM people about past events that shape our present, 

and current events that shape our future 

PROCLAIM the gospel in thought, word and deed 

REJOICE in a new life found in Christ Jesus. 

 Upcoming Service Leaders for December 

      

     8 Dec:   Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab 
  15 Dec:    Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab 
  22 Dec:    Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab 
  24 Dec:    Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab 
  29 Dec:    Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab 
 
Upcoming Lectors for December 

 
   8 Dec:  Kitt Dale 
 15 Dec:  Judy Aaker  
 22 Dec:  Alice Forwood 
 24 Dec:  Sandra Baril 
 29 Dec:  Frank Ford 
 
 
    

 

Service Leaders for December  

Christ Church Episcopal 

Mission Statement 

To be formed as the body of Christ, seeking to love and serve one another and those in need. 
 

Vision Statement 
To be Christ’s continued presence in the Ruby Valley by welcoming those who seek Christ, 

offering varied forms of services, reflecting our diversity while maintaining our Episcopal identity. 

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342 

December 6  

 

 

Fr. Bruce McNab, Priest 

cbrucemcnab@gmail.com 

home:  586-6484 
cell:     548-8292 

 

Janis Hansen, Deacon 

ubicari@msn.com 

home:  684-5120 

 

Frank Ford, Senior Warden 

independent@3rivers.net 

home:  842-7539 
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