
CHRIST CHURCH VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 

16 February, 2014 

The Vestry met in the parish hall at 11:40 am.  Janis Hansen opened with prayer. 

Present were Frank Ford, Don Snyder, Sandra Baril, Ashley Pairitz, Nick Pairitz, David 

Hansen, and Janis Hansen. 

Minutes:  Minutes from the January 26 meeting were emailed to Vestry members.  Don 

moved that the minutes of the January 26 meeting be approved.  Ashley seconded. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

Reports 

Clergy Report:  Janis has made pastoral care visits and continued her work with the Legacy 

group.  She conducted Morning Prayer and has been advising and assisting the Sr. Warden. 

Sr. Warden’s Report:  Frank went to Helena to see Harry receive the Governor’s Service 

Award.  It’s a pleasure to have Fr. Harry recognized for his hard work and service.  Deb will 

write a press release to be sent to the Madisonian and the Dillon Tribune.  Frank has talked 

with the Sr. Warden at St. James and will be talking with the Sr. Warden at Virginia City and 

Jeffers to share ideas about Clergy for small parishes.  Frank has been working to complete 

the parochial report that is due March 1st.  As part of the process he has sent out a survey to 

members to update the Parish register. 

Jr. Warden’s Report:   Don reported that two Wood Bank deliveries have been made to 

Sheridan and Twin Bridges.  He is waiting to hear from the probation officer about the 

possibility of having individuals needing to do community service help with pulling 

sagebrush from the wood lot.  Don will be installing smoke detectors in the parish hall.  New 

batteries have been purchased for the thermostat and are in the kitchen. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Deb is out this week, the Treasurer’s report is attached.  In other 

financial business Frank reported that the water and sewer bill shows a huge increase.  Nick 

will check on this and report back.   Karen Talley has started the repair fund for the rectory.  

There is $572 so far.  Our donation to ERD has purchased a goat, a flock of chickens, and an 

apiary so far.   Janis will try to get more information of who has received the animals so far 

and that information will be added the newsletter and website.  

Old Business 

Youth Outreach:   

Ashley reported that Family Game Night was a success with about 25 in attendance, mostly 

from Christ Church.  Plans are going ahead for a second game night in March and possibly a 

third in April.  More effort will be made to get publicity out to other churches, newspapers, 



and the radio station.  Frank will double check on insurance coverage for these events and 

reminded us to complete the Safeguarding training.  Ashley and Janis will be meeting to 

discuss plans for a potential Sunday School or Children’s chapel for our youngest members. 

Clergy Considerations: 

Some possibilities for meeting the need for clergy are:   

a) The concept of Cluster Parishes with a Priest being on-call for several Parishes to 

provide guidance in liturgy and theology.  This is a model being used in Colorado and 

Eastern Washington. 

b) Explore creative ways to utilize the Priests and Deacons already living in the area. 

c) Explore other models for small Parishes. 

It was decided that is an issue of importance that we need to keep consistently in front of 

us.  It will be a standing agenda item. 

Snow Removal:  

The sidewalks are still not being cleared of snow before church services by our tenants.  It 

was agreed that on snowy Sunday mornings, everyone who is able will arrive at the church 

by 8:30 to clear snow.  Frank will also contact someone from the State to ask if they will 

plow the snow into one pile rather than leave the high berm of snow along the walk. 

Lenten Breakfast: 

Our morning for hosting the weekly ecumenical Lenten breakfast will be Wednesday, March 

12.  Alice is currently working on the menu and logistics. 

New Business 

Parish Hall Upkeep: 

Currently the Parish Hall is cleaned mainly by Cynthia and Phil Shackleton, Alice Forwood, 

and Judy and Jerry Aaker.  There was discussion of other possibilities for routine cleaning.  

The possibility of hiring a cleaning service was discussed since we don’t want this to be a 

burden on anyone and there is always the possibility of someone being unable to clean 

because of illness or being out of town.  It is important that the hall be cleaned regularly 

since we rent it to other groups.  Ashley moved that up to $360 be spent annually from the 

repairs and maintenance budget to hire a cleaning service.  Don seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  On a side issue of Parish Hall rental, renters use our coffee. Signs will be made 

asking for donations for the coffee. 

Fr. Neeley’s offer of assistance: 



Harry and Val will be coming over two or three times a month from Dillon to worship with 

us at Christ Church.  Harry has volunteered to fill in for Bruce or Jean at short notice if one of 

them is ill or unable to come to Sheridan as scheduled.  Also any Sunday they are here for 

Morning Prayer, Fr. Harry will do the Eucharist.  Discussion followed.  It will be necessary to 

have all changes and additions sent to Cody for the bulletin by Wednesdays.  Frank will let 

Harry know that we are happy to accept his generous offer.  

Annual Parochial Report: 

The Vestry will meet briefly next Sunday to approve the annual report before it is sent in. 

Deputy Jr. Warden: 

Because the Jr. Warden will have an unusually large workload with the repairs to the 

Rectory and Parish hall, it was discussed that a deputy Jr. Warden be appointed.  David 

Hansen volunteered.  Sandra moved that the Vestry accept David’s offer.  Don seconded.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Transportation: 

Now that both Polly and Judy are living at Home Park and attending Christ Church, help will 

be needed with transportation.  Frank will talk with Tony about the possibility of having 

Home Park providing transportation in one of their vans. 

Other Items for Consideration 

Janice will set up a house blessing at Home Park for Tuesday, February 25th. 

Janice has call Ben Nardi about planning for a joint service. 

Vestry members will complete the remainder of the Safeguarding training modules online. 

  

The next Vestry meeting will be March 9 following coffee hour. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:26 pm. 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 


