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Where is the Light of God Shining for You?
Fr. Bruce McNab

The Epiphany (Jan. 6) celebrates
the revelation of God’s Light to the
nations of the world—represented by
the Magi, “the Wise Men.” In
Matthew’s symbolic, almost
allegorical story, men from Eastern
lands come seeking the newborn King
of the Jews in the place where logic
told them to look, Herod’s palace.
They tell Herod, “We saw his star
[i.e., his Light] when it rose and we
have come to worship him.”
The Light of God
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According to popular
expectation in those days, a king
should be born to wealth and
privilege. But, as it turned out, this
particular newborn King had neither.
He was poor and vulnerable. But
because the pilgrims from afar were
“enlightened,” guided by the Light of
God they were able to recognize the
baby in Bethlehem as the One whose
star had led them.
The meaning of Epiphany is that
the Light of God is shining for all
people. The Light of God is meant to
banish darkness from everyone.
Epiphany is also about God’s
surprises. —Are we willing to
recognize God’s Light gleaming in
unexpected ways and through
unexpected people, or do we have
such fixed ideas about how God must
behave that we are blind to God’s
presence? Do we have faith enough
to let God lead us, as the Wise Men
were led by the star? Will we
perceive an “epiphany” when one
happens to us?

There is something in us that wants
God to achieve his purposes by working
the levers of power, wealth and influence.
We want God to act the way we would, if
we could be ‘gods.’ But epiphanies show
us the truth: God’s ways are not our ways.
God’s wisdom is not mainly
expressed in sayings; instead, God’s
wisdom is mostly manifested in what God
DOES. And often God selects very unlikely
people to witness his most awesome
deeds—people such as shepherds,
strange foreigners, and fishermen.
Be ready to meet the Lord in this
New Year wherever he chooses to reveal
himself. Like the Magi, be wise enough to
let yourself be led. —Where do you see
his star?

Senior Warden’s Letter

Celebrating the Season

Frank Ford

Sandra Baril

Much of the business before the Vestry during
December involved dealing with plans for the Advent
and Epiphany seasons. As 2012 began to draw to an
end, however, next year's budget and preparations for
the 27 January annual congregation meeting began to
demand their attention as well. A wonderful response
by the congregation to our annual Christ Church pledge
drive considerably eased the process of arriving at a
financial plan for next year. Debra and her committee
are hard at work, with initial projections being that we
will be able to develop a balanced budget for 2013
while at the same time expanding our ministries a bit
and get ourselves beyond just having enough money
on hand to "keep the lights on and the furnace lit".
The annual greening of the church that took place
on 16 December resulted in a truly lovely and
inspirational display for the Christmas Holy Season. Ed
and Phil really outdid themselves with the tree and we
all had a fine time decorating it. As this is written, the
wise men can be seen to be approaching the creche,
marking the manifestation of Christ to the gentiles, as
symbolized by the visitation of the Magi to the baby
Jesus.
Alice and Cynthia are moving ahead with plans to
improve the Parish Hall kitchen. The Vestry has
authorized them to purchase a new stove and oven,
which should be in place before the January
congregation meeting.
The Vestry would like to take this opportunity to
encourage everyone to consider how they might best
take part in parish life during the coming year and
continue our effort to fully live up to our mission as
part of Ruby Valley community. And in the meantime,
please accept their best wishes for a happy and
prosperous new year.
Frank Ford
Senior Warden

From the lighting of the first Advent candle to the
Christmas Eve service, Christ Church parishioners,
family, and friends came together for fellowship
and worship during December. A large group
took part in the traditional greening of the church.
The very tall tree that Phil and Ed brought in
resulted in some innovative decorating efforts
involving the candle lighter! Accompanied by lots
of laughter and fun, the church was decorated
with fresh boughs.
The next event was the beautiful and moving
Lessons and Carols service on December 23rd in
which Fr. Bruce McNab and all those in
attendance together told the story of the
salvation of humankind in music and readings.
Then on Christmas Eve Fr. Harry Neeley officiated
at the Christmas Service and Eucharist.
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Wood Bank Events
Thanks to contributions of Sheridan High
School students, Ruby Valley Youth Group members,
Christ Church members and residents of the Ruby
Valley; this fall found the wood bank with an
abundance of wood needing to be split.
On October 19 and November 3, splitting
parties gathered at the wood lot, cutting and splitting
many cords of wood for the winter.
A splitting party is planned for the week of Jan
st
21 . The exact date will be determined and sent out
shortly.
By providing spiritual and logistical help, the
Ruby Valley Wood Bank Ministry serves those in need.
The wood bank is an outward sign of God’s love as
shown through mankind.

Touched by the Words

Christmas Eve Eucharist

Coffee Hour Recipe
Ashley Pairitz

Making the House Ready for the Lord
by Mary Oliver, Thirst
Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but
Still nothing is as shining as it should be
for you. Under the sink, for example, is an
uproar of mice—it is the season of their
many children. What shall I do? And under the eaves
and through the walls the squirrels
have gnawed their ragged entrances—but it is the season
when they need shelter, so what shall I do? And
the raccoon limps into the kitchen and opens the
cupboard
while the dog snores, the cat hugs the pillow;
what shall I do? Beautiful is the new snow falling
in the yard and the fox who is staring boldly
up the path, to the door. And still I believe you will
come, Lord: you will, when I speak to the fox
the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering sea-goose, know
that really I am speaking to you whenever I say,
as I do all morning and afternoon: Come in, Come in.

Iron Skillet Cornbread

This is a southern recipe I began using shortly
after Nick and I met. If you ask me, this is the only way
to make cornbread.
½ cup vegetable oil
Just shy of 2 cups cornmeal
3 tsp. baking powder
1tsp salt
2 Eggs
1 ½ cups buttermilk
Pour oil into an iron skillet. Heat skillet in 350 degree
oven. Mix cornmeal, buttermilk and eggs together in a
bowl. Take skillet out of oven (increase oven
temperature to 400 degrees) and pour some of the hot
oil into the cornmeal batter and stir. Next pour the
batter into the hot skillet. Bake for about 20 minutes or
until top looks golden brown and crispy. This bread
does dry out rather quickly so it should be served
immediately with lots of butter and honey.

Christ Church Episcopal
304 South Main Street
P.O. Box 152
Sheridan, MT 59749

Telephone
406 842 7713
www.rvec.com
Bible Study
Sundays 9am
Services
Sundays 10am
INVITE people into our midst
INCLUDE people in the life of the church
INFORM people about past events that shape our present,
and current events that shape our future
PROCLAIM the gospel in thought, word and deed
REJOICE in a new life found in Christ Jesus.

Fr. Bruce McNab, Priest
cbrucemcnab@gmail.com
home: 586-6484
cell:
548-8292

Janis Hansen, Deacon
ubicari@msn.com
home: 684-5120

Frank Ford, Senior Warden
independent@3rivers.net
home: 842-7539

Mission Statement
To be formed as the body of Christ, seeking to love and serve one another and those in need.

Vision Statement
To be Christ’s continued presence in the Ruby Valley by welcoming those who seek Christ,
offering varied forms of services, reflecting our diversity while maintaining our Episcopal identity.

Service Leaders for January and February
Upcoming Service Leaders for January / February
6 Jan:
13 Jan:
20 Jan:
27 Jan:
3 Feb:
10 Feb:
13 Feb:
17 Feb:
24 Feb:

Rev Bruce McNab (Epiphany)
Rev Bruce McNab
Morning Prayer (Deacon Janis Hansen)
Rev. Bruce McNab (Annual Congregation Mtg to follow)
Joint Svc @ Methodist Church (Deacon Janis Hansen/Rev Ben Nardi)
Rev Bruce McNab
Rev Bruce McNab (Ash Wednesday)
Rev. Canon Chris Roberts (Rite 1)
Rev. Bruce McNab

Upcoming Lectors for January
The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus
Christ
January 6

6 Jan: Alice Forwood
13 Jan: Judy Aaker
20 Jan: Frank Ford
27 Jan: David Hansen

