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“God Bless America.” A Meditation for Independence Day.
Fr. Bruce McNab

Not too long after September 11, 2001, I
received an e-mail from the Australian
priest who had followed me in 1997 as
vicar of Christ Church in Bangkok. He had
seen President Bush and other US leaders
on CNN and was curious about their
frequent use of the expression, “God bless
America.” He asked, “Do they think
Americans are better than everyone else
and America is better than other
countries?”
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I replied that “God bless America” is not an
expression of chauvinism, but rather a
prayer—acknowledging that the US needs
God’s aid and direction. Praying for God to
bless America doesn’t mean we think God
only blesses us and no one else. It means
we know that we depend on God.
The signers of the Declaration of
Independence believed divine Providence
had commissioned them to build a new
social order in the New World. They felt
tasked with carrying forward a part of
God’s plan to make personal freedom a
real possibility for humanity. They
regarded themselves as custodians of a
vision, and they meant to prove faithful to
that vision. (Their vision was faulty, as we
know, since it tolerated slavery and other
forms of oppression, but it was in advance
of anything in the Old World in 1776.)
The Founders knew, as should we, that if
we seek God’s blessing, then we must
pattern our national life according to God’s
will. For example: Do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with your God. Love your
enemies. Blessed are the peacemakers. Do
to others as you would have them do to
you. —There are more; just read your
Bible.

God blesses us when America remains faithful
to our calling to be a truly just society where
all are equal before the law, regardless of
race, religion, sexuality, national origins, or
previous associations; where all are
guaranteed their “inalienable rights”—as the
Declaration of Independence puts it—“to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;” where
the elected representatives of the People
remain responsive to the will and the needs
of the People, rather than to the will of any
interest group that has enough money to
influence their votes; and where the
principles of God’s moral law are respected in
the ordering of our national life.
Independence Day is special for Americans,
not just because we like picnics and fireworks,
but because on July Fourth we renew our
allegiance to the values we stand for as a
nation. Our government’s policies are not
always popular with other nations, but our
values are a different matter. People around
the world admire our core values.
On Independence Day we rejoice in the grace
of God that has made the United States a
symbol of liberty and aspiration for people
everywhere. But we should, paradoxically,
also mark July Fourth as “Dependence Day”—
remembering that we are under God and
dependent on God. The day reminds us to live
in humility and gratitude, not pride and selfsufficiency, recognizing that we do have
national shortcomings and failures, and that
there is still work to do to fulfill the vision of
those who put their signatures at the bottom
of the Declaration of Independence 237 years
ago.

Senior Warden’s Report

Christ Church Cleans Up Again

Frank Ford

Sandra Baril

With Junior Warden Ed Boucher's announcement that he
expects to be working in the Bakken oil fields during
upcoming months, the Vestry has created the new position
of Assistant Junior Warden to help him continue to carry out
his parish "buildings and grounds" duties. Don Snyder has
volunteered for that role and will be working in that capacity
for the foreseeable future. Special thanks go to Don from all
of us for stepping forward as he has done.
The Vestry having decided to move ahead with Parish Hall
ADA compliance, bids are being solicited from local
contractors under the guidance of Bill Callaway and myself.
Principle components of the proposed modifications would
be installing a new entrance door on the south side of the
building near the kitchen, building an exterior ramp to
access that door, and conversion of the two existing
bathrooms into a single bathroom with appropriate space
and facilities as called for in the existing legislation. The
intent is to accomplish the entire project later this summer.
Helena's Church of the Nativity has closed its doors for
the last time. As part of that process, the Diocese has
elected to make Christ Church the recipient of a number of
items formerly used by that parish. Altar cloths and
vestments, oil candles, a lectern for the Parish Hall and a
Tabernacle for consecrated elements have all been
gratefully received, albeit with regret of their closing. Their
generosity will be remembered and much appreciated in
coming years.
Alan and Ray Paige have donated a velvet couch and chair
from among the items they inherited from their mother,
Bobby Paige, former organist and member of our
congregation. The furniture is currently located in the Parish
Hall. Ashley Pairitz is working on appropriate place for these
items, as we have no current need for them or place to store
them. Any suggestions or assistance would be appreciated.
Elsewhere in this publication is an announcement of the
13 July Community Picnic and Hike that the Vestry has
decided to sponsor as part of our increased outreach and
ministry to the community at large. Sandy, Ashley and
Debra are spearheading the preparations for this event but
any assistance would be greatly appreciated, I'm sure.
Please make plans to take part in this special summer event
and encourage your friends and neighbors to join in. It
promises to be both a meaningful and a joyful occasion for
all.
Frank Ford
Senior Warden

Our Annual Spring cleaning event was another success
with a great turnout and a huge amount of work
accomplished. From the parish hall kitchen to the
sacristy there was a flurry of activity. Files were cleaned
out, pews polished, windows cleaned, and of course the
ever-present flies vacuumed!
To wrap up the day we enjoyed a great meal outdoors
in the beautiful spring weather.
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Coffee Hour Recipe
Sandra Roberts

COFFEE CAKE
Streusel mix – mix together and set aside
½ c brown sugar
2 Tbs. flour
2 Tbs. butter
1 tsp cinnamon
½ c chopped nuts
Batter
1 ½ c flour
2 ½ tsp. baking powder
½ tsp salt
1 egg
¾ c sugar
1/3 c shortening
½ c milk
Vanilla
Beat egg, add sugar and butter, add milk and vanilla.
Stir in dry ingredients c spoon.
Pour into baking dish
Sprinkle streusel mix on top
Bake 375 for 25-30 minutes

Picnic Help Needed

Hope you are attending the picnic on July 13! If you are, you
can help out in lots of ways. Let us know if you need a ride or
if you can give rides (4-wheel drive recommended). Bring an
extra camp chair or two. Bring a salad or dessert to share.
Invite your friends and neighbors. See you there!

Summer Reading
Summer reading does not always have to be romances and
mysteries. When it’s time to relax with a book this summer,
try one of these and nourish your mind and spirit.
Living the Resurrection: Reflections After Easter
C. Franklin Brookhart
Finding the Way: Restarting Your Journey with Jesus
Bruce McNab
A Spirituality of Service: Reflections on a life-long journey of
faith and work among the world's poor
Jerry Aaker
Summer reading does not always have to be romances and
mysteries. When it’s time to relax with a book this summer,
try one of these and nourish your mind and spirit.
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INVITE people into our midst
INCLUDE people in the life of the church
INFORM people about past events that shape our present,
and current events that shape our future
PROCLAIM the gospel in thought, word and deed
REJOICE in a new life found in Christ Jesus.

Mission Statement
To be formed as the body of Christ, seeking to love and serve one another and those in need.

Vision Statement
To be Christ’s continued presence in the Ruby Valley by welcoming those who seek Christ,
offering varied forms of services, reflecting our diversity while maintaining our Episcopal identity.

Service Leaders for July and August
Upcoming Service Leaders for July / August
7 July: Morning Prayer -- Deacon Janis Hansen
14 July: Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab
21 July: Morning Prayer -- Deacon Janis Hansen
28 July: Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab
4 Aug: Ecumenical Svc at Jackson's Garden, led by Methodists' Pastor Ben Nardi
11 Aug: Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab
18 Aug: Morning Prayer -- Deacon Janis Hansen
25 Aug: Eucharist -- Rev. Bruce McNab

James Bar-Zebedee
Apostle (25 July 41)

Upcoming Lectors for July / August
7 July: Susan Hansen
14 July: Kitt Dale
21 July: Dave Hansen
28 July: J.J. Snyder
4 Aug: (service at Jackson’s Garden)
11 Aug: Sandra Baril
18 Aug: Jerry Aaker
25 Aug: Bill Callaway

